
Pasadena ISD AP English Language and Composition
(AP English III)

Summer Reading Assignment 2022
Pasadena ISD understands how important summer is for students to unwind and to regenerate, however, we also understand the need for AP students
to stay competitive in the academic arena in order to vie for scholarship opportunities and equitable access to select universities. Therefore, in order
to instill the academic and cultural literacy needed for competency in the AP English Language and Composition classroom, and in order to help
students prepare for the AP English Language and Composition exam, we highly recommend students complete the summer reading assignment
outlined below. We want the reading to be both enjoyable and valuable to the students, so we are giving students an opportunity to make choices:

1. Students will read a memoir of their own choosing from the AP English Language and Composition Reading List that follows and
complete the Summer Reading Guide below. Some campuses have specific guides to complete, so please follow the instructions below
for your specific campus.

2. If students cannot choose a text, they should ask a parent or teacher for advice, or they can ask a friend who has completed the course for
book suggestions. They may also choose to email their AP Language teacher and ask for recommendations. All the books in the list are
highly valued. The list is compiled by recommendations from College Board consultants in APSIs and various other College Board events
conducted through social media platforms and AP teacher communities.

3. The students will complete a full analysis of the work in class once school begins in the fall.

The table below outlines the summer reading expectations for each campus. Students are responsible for purchasing their own books which are
available at most bookstores like Barnes and Noble, Amazon, Half Price Books, etc. However, some books are available via PDF at
https://www.gutenberg.org/ and some campuses may have resources for their students available, so contact your campus’ AP teacher for help.

Campus Summer Reading:
Students will

When the
full analysis

will be
completed:

Campus Contact
AP English Language

Teacher

Dobie
High School

read a memoir of their own choosing from the AP English
Language and Composition Reading List that follows

and complete the Summer Reading Guide #1 below.

1st 6 Wks. RSinski@pasadenaisd.org
ELyons@pasadenaisd.org

Lewis Career
& Technical
High School

read a memoir of their own choosing from the AP English
Language and Composition Reading List that follows

and complete the Summer Reading Guide #1 below.

1st 6 Wks. MRamsey@pasadenaisd.org

Memorial
High School

read a memoir of their own choosing from the AP English
Language and Composition Reading List that follows

and complete the Summer Reading Guide #2 below.

1st 6 Wks. ACrawley@pasadenaisd.org

ABrauneis@pasadenaisd.org

SWoods@pasadenaisd.org

Pasadena
High School

read a memoir of their own choosing from the AP English
Language and Composition Reading List that follows

and complete the Summer Reading Guide #1 below.

1st 6 Wks. DLloyd@pasadenaisd.org

Sam Rayburn
High School

read a memoir of their own choosing from the list in Summer
Reading Guide #3

and complete the Summer Reading Guide #3 below.

1st 6 Wks. EAlanis1@pasadenaisd.org

South Houston
High School

read a memoir of their own choosing from the AP English
Language and Composition Reading List that follows

and complete the Summer Reading Guide #1 below.

1st 6 Wks. JMoody1@pasadenaisd.org

Please go to the next page to find the list of texts from which to choose.

https://www.gutenberg.org/
mailto:RSinski@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:ELyons@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:MRamsey@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:ACrawley@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:ABrauneis@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:SWoods@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:DLloyd@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:EAlanis1@pasadenaisd.org
mailto:JMoody1@pasadenaisd.org


AP English Language (AP English III) Suggested Summer Reading List 2022
Choose a memoir to read from the list below:

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore -- story of two kids with the same name from the
city: One went on to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow and business leader.
The other is serving a life sentence in prison.

Educated by Tara Westover -- story of her life growing up in a survivalist, fundamentalist Mormon church
where she was not allowed to go to school and was abused by her older brother. She went on to get a PhD.

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai -- teenage girl who was shot by the Taliban for standing up for girls’ education
in Pakistan.

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah -- Daily Show star Trevor Noah’s
stories about his life growing up biracial in South Africa.

When I was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago -- story of a girl born in rural Puerto Rico, where her
childhood was full of both tenderness, domestic strife, and poverty whose mother takes her seven (soon to be
eleven) children to New York where they must learn new rules, a new language, and eventually take on a new
identity.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot -- story of Henrietta Lacks whose cells (HeLa) were
taken without her knowledge or consent and have produced priceless scientific breakthroughs. Also deals with
medical ethics and patient rights.

The Devil’s Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea -- investigation into the 26 men who attempted to cross the
Mexican border into Arizona through the desert--only 12 of them came out alive.

Hidden Figures (by Margot Lee Shetterly): story of the African American women who worked as computers
and engineers for NASA. These women were essential to the space program.

Where Men Win Glory by Jon Krakauer -- story of Pat Tillman, former NFL player who gave up his career to
serve in Iraq and was killed by friendly fire--this book looks into the government cover up of his death.

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand -- story of
Louis Zamperini’s survival first from his plane being shot down and then as a Japanese POW

“Socialism is Great!” by Lijia Zhang -- growing up in China after the cultural revolution, focus is on the 80’s
when backlash against the overly strict regime started. She was forced to be a factory worker despite wanting to
be a journalist.

** The Glass Castle (Jeanette Walls): story of her life describing unconditional love in a family that, despite its
profound flaws, gave the author the determination to create a successful life on her own terms

** Into the Wild (Jon Krakauer): story of a young man from a well-to-do family that hitchhiked to Alaska,
walked in alone in the wilderness, and was found dead in the wild four months later.

** In Cold Blood (Truman Capote): true crime investigation of a 1959 murder of the Clutter family in Holcomb,
Kansas.

** Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Frederick Douglass): 1845 memoir written by former slave
Frederick Douglass recounting the horrors and accomplishments of his early years

** Memorial High School may not choose from the last 4 books on the list



Name _________________________________________ Date ______________ Per. _____________

AP English Language (AP English III) Summer Reading GUIDE #1
Complete the reading guide as you read your memoir: Dobie, CTHS, PHS, and SHHS

Title:__________________________________ Author: _______________________________

1. What is the major claim the author is making in this work?

2. Write a sentence or two from the text where you think the author makes their claim.

3. Why do you think they have the urgency to make their claim? What prompts them to make this claim?

4. Who are the people or audience this claim is mostly directed toward? How do you know?

5. How does the author feel about their audience? How do you know?

6.  What are some language choices the author makes to state their claim? Everyone should consider the best way to

speak to a particular audience, so how does the author speak to their particular audience?

7. How are these language choices effective or ineffective?

8. How does the author support their message? Do they use examples from economics (money), ethics (right from

wrong), environmental impact, international (global) relations, technology, education, etc.?

9. What is the ultimate purpose of the author? What does the author want his audience to do / act upon?

10. How successful do you think the author is at achieving their purpose? What do you think they failed to consider?



AP English Language (AP English III) Summer Reading GUIDE #2
Complete the reading guide as you read your memoir: Memorial HS

Name ____________________________________________ Date ___________ Per. ____

Title:__________________________________ Author: _______________________________

Annotations:

While you read, you need to annotate for:

1. Usage of strong words or phrases in the piece
2. Significant passages in the piece
3. Elements of the author’s argument presented in the piece
4. Elements of social issues presented in the piece
5. Rhetorical choices that specifically stand out to you - appeals, organization, writing style, etc.
6. Find the shift in the piece’s story/message

Reading Guide Questions:

1. What main argument/claim is the author presenting in this memoir?  List 2-3 pieces of textual evidence (from your
annotations) that support this.

2.  What was the author’s exigence (what was the “spark” that moved the speaker to write) for writing this memoir?  How
did this impact the speaker?

3. List some of the strong language (from your annotations) the author uses to tell his/her story?  What does this specific
use of language do for the audience and the message of the piece?

4. What strategy, organization, or message occurred BEFORE the shift in the memoir?  What strategy, organization, or
message occurred AFTER the shift?

5. How did the author support the strategies, organizational pattern(s), and/or message(s)?  List specific examples from
your annotations.

6.  What specific thing does the author want from the audience with this piece (the intended purpose)?  What impact does
the memoir format have on emphasizing his/her intended purpose?

7. What is the context of the piece?  What is going on in the world as it relates to the author, time and place of the piece,
and the general content or ideas of the piece?

8. Who would be considered the larger audience for this memoir?  Who would be considered the secondary audience for
this piece?

9. What is the overall tone of this memoir?

10. What specific regional,  national,  or global societal issues were addressed in this memoir?  Did the author present any
resolutions?  Do you feel the author was effective in presenting his/her argument/claim?  Why?



AP English Language (AP English III) Summer Reading GUIDE #3
Complete the reading guide as you read your memoir: Rayburn HS

Choose from one of these titles:

○ Educated (Tara Westover): story of her life growing up in a survivalist, fundamentalist Mormon church
where she was not allowed to go to school and was abused by her older brother. She went on to get a PhD.

○ Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood (Trevor Noah): Daily Show star Trevor Noah’s
stories about his life growing up biracial in South Africa.

○ The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (Rebecca Skloot): story of Henrietta Lacks whose cells (HeLa)
were taken without her knowledge or consent and have produced priceless scientific breakthroughs. Also
deals with medical ethics and patient rights.

○ The Devil’s Highway (Luis Alberto Urrea): investigation into the 26 men who attempted to cross the
Mexican border into Arizona through the desert--only 12 of them came out alive.

○ Where Men Win Glory (Jon Krakauer): story of Pat Tillman, former NFL player who gave up his career
to serve in Iraq and was killed by friendly fire--this book looks into the government cover up of his death.

○ My Beloved World: Memoir by Sonia Sotomayor - The first Latinx (Puerto Rican) and third woman
appointed to the US Supreme Court, Sonia Sotomayor has become an instant American icon. Now, with a
candor and intimacy never undertaken by a sitting Justice, she recounts her life from a Bronx housing
project to the federal bench, a journey that offers an inspiring testament to her own extraordinary
determination and the power of believing in oneself.

Name: _________________________________ Title of the book: ________________________________________

Central claim the author is making about _______________________________  is
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reading Guide Questions:

1. What main argument/claim is the author presenting in this memoir?  List 2-3 pieces of textual evidence (from your
annotations) that support this.

2.  What was the author’s exigence (what was the “spark” that moved the speaker to write) for writing this memoir?  How
did this impact the speaker?

3. List some of the strong language (from your annotations) the author uses to tell his/her story?  What does this specific
use of language do for the audience and the message of the piece?

4.  What specific thing does the author want from the audience with this piece (the intended purpose)?  What impact does
the memoir format have on emphasizing his/her intended purpose?

5. What is the context of the piece?  What is going on in the world as it relates to the author, time and place of the piece,
and the general content or ideas of the piece?

6. Who would be considered the larger audience for this memoir?  Who would be considered the secondary audience for
this piece?

7. What is the overall tone of this memoir?

8. What specific regional,  national,  or global societal issues were addressed in this memoir?  Did the author present any
resolutions?  Do you feel the author was effective in presenting his/her argument/claim?  Why?

Finally, write an essay that analyzes the author’s major claim in the memoir.  Provide evidence from the text to support
your analysis.


